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SENATOR CUDABACK PRESIDING
SENATOR CUDABACK: Good morning. Welcome to the George W.
Norris Legislstive Chamber. Our cheplein of the dey la Pastor 
Delmer Wiemers, First Lutheren Church, Fremont, Nebresks; 
Senetor Jenssen1s district. Psstor, pleese.
PASTOR WIEMERS: (Preyer offered.)
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Pestor Wiemers, for being with us
this morning. Senetor Jenssen represents the 15th District. We 
cell the seventeenth dey, Ninety-Ninth Legislsture, Second 
Session, to order. Senetors, pleese check in. Record pleese, 
Mr. Clerk.
CLERK: I heve e quorum present, Mr. President.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Are there eny corrections for the Journel?
CLERK: I heve no corrections, Mr. President.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Any messsges, reports, or snnouncements,
pleese?
CLERK: Mr. President, your Committee on Heelth end Humen
Services, chsired by Senstor Jensen, reports LB 891 to Generel 
File; LB 833, Generel File with emendments; LB 950, Generel File 
with emendments; end LB 999, indefinitely postponed. 
Trensportstion reports LB 1007 to Generel File; Urben Affeirs 
reports LB 907 to Generel File with emendments. Heering notices 
from Judiciery Committee, end Senetor Conneely would like to 
withdrew LB 1188. Thet will be leid over, Mr. President. And 
thet's ell thet I heve et this time. (Legislstive Journel 
peges 487-496.)
SPEAKER BRASHEAR PRESIDING
SPEAKER BRASHEAR: Thenk you, Mr. Clerk. Members, while the
Legislsture is in session end cepeble of trensscting business, I 
propose to sign end do now sign LR 276 snd LR 277. Thsnk you. 
(Legislstive Journel pege 496.)
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SENATOR CUDABACK PRESIDING
SENATOR CUDABACK: We now go on to Generel File, speciel order,
LB 542A. Pleese, Nr. Clerk.
CLERK: LB 542A, by Senetor Burling. (Reed title.)
SENATOR CUDABACK: Senetor Burling, you're recognized to open on
LB 542A.
SENATOR BURLING: Thenk you very much. Nr. President. LB 542A,
of course, is sppropristions bills for the sieinline bill,
LB 542, which creetes the tex reform connission thet we deelt 
with e couple weeks sgo. I thsnk siy colleegues for edvencing 
thet to Select File, end I'll epologize to them for eny pert 
thet I pleyed in the confusion thst existed on getting the 
A bill edvenced. And so I wsnt to thenk the Speeker for putting 
this bsck on the egende. It conteins $100,000 smount on the 
A bill, end it hes en emendment on it, end so I think I'll just 
close with thet for the opening end let you consider the 
amendment, Nr. President. Thenk you.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Senetor Burling. Nembers, I know
it'8 Nondsy morning, but pleese try to keep the noise to e 
moderete level. Nr. Clerk, pleeae.
CLERK: Nr. President, Senstor Chsmbers would move to emend with
FA351. (Legislstive Journsl psge 357.)
SENATOR CUDABACK: Senetor Chembers, you're recognized to open
on your emendment to LB 542A.
SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr. President, members of the Legislsture, I
strongly opposed LB 542. It's setting up some kind of group who 
will meke e study reletive to texetion. This is the A bill, end 
I'm sepereting my strong opposition to LB 542, the underlying 
bill, from LB 542A. Since the body voted cloture so thst they 
could move thet bill, it meens they went it, thet they support 
it, snd they support it to such sn extent they're willing to let 
it cest a pall over the rest of the session, slong with other
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bills thst they heve clotured. But if you ere bound end 
determined to emberk on this course which I think is unwise, you 
ought to et leest show thst you hsve seriousness of intent end 
thet this study is supposed to be one under teken in e 
responsible menner. I'd like to esk Senetor Burling e question.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Senetor Burling, would you respond to e
question?
SENATOR BURLING: Yes.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senetor Burling, the A bill es it stands now
cslls for $100,000 to do the study. Is thet correct?
SENATOR BURLING: Thet's right.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: And you know thet my emendment would reise
thet emount to $250,000. Is thst correct?
SENATOR BURLING: Yes.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Do you sgree with this smendment?
SENATOR BURLING: Yes, I'll support it.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thenk you, Senetor Burling. Members of the
Legislsture, this amount thst I'm offering is not exorbitent. 
As s mstter of feet, when you consider whet LB 542 cells for, 
the involvement of verious individuels who ere not volunteers, 
$250,000 mey not be enough, but rether then put Jeguer or 
Rolls-Royce price tegs on e bill such ss this, I'm willing to go 
by Volkswsgen. It mey teke e little longer, but we will get
there eventuelly. So this smendment of mine would strike the
figure $100,000 from the A bill end substitute $250,000. To get 
enybody who is competent end cepeble end in the highly technicel 
eres thst LB 542 deels with is going to cost some money. People 
elwsys ssy you get whet you pey for. I don't ssy thst. I sey 
you get no more then whst you psy for. Ususlly, you will not 
get es much ss whst you psy for. So if we stsrt out cheep, es 
the current A bill would do, you should scrsp the whole thing. 
Nothing of velue or substsnce cen be eccomplished with thet
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amount of noney. The $250,000 ney elao be low, but it et leest 
brings us within the bellperk of people who could underteke to 
dischsrge sone of the requirenents of thst bill. So if you hsve
eny questions, I'n prepsred to enswer then, end I hope you will
eccept this anendnent. And if you do, I'n not going to hinder 
the A bill with eny other enendnents. When the underlying bill
cones up for discussion on Select File, if it does, then end
only then will I reignite the discussion. We heve three stsges 
of debete. The heevy lifting should be done on Generel File. 
We did sone, but not enough. We should pick up sone of the
scrsps snd tie up loose ends on Select File, but we heve
developed the prectice of postponing, procrsstinsting, snd 
putting off. So now Finsl Reeding hes becone e third round of 
debete, rether then the tine prinerily set eside for sinply 
reeding the bill end doing those technicel things thst sre 
necesssry to sllow the bill to be enected into lew. We did not 
do everything on Generel File thet I felt should be done on this
bill, but I'n not going to renew thet debete on the A bill.
Thenk you, Mr. President.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Senetor Chenbers. You've heerd
the opening on FA351. (Visitors end doctor of the dey 
introduced.) On with discussion of the Chsnbers enendnent. 
Senetor Kopplin.
SENATOR KOPPLIN: Thsnk you, Mr. President, nenbers of the
Legislsture. I stsnd beceuse I wish to support this snendnent 
by Senetor Chenbers. My problens with this bill ss it wss 
presented were, first of sll, the length of tine thet the 
connittee would be given to do their study, snd the second, thet 
they didn't heve sufficient funding to conduct the kind of 
in-depth discussion thst they were telking ebout. I believe 
this enendnent presented by Senetor Chenbers would help to 
resolve st lesst thst portion of ny concerns sbout it, snd I 
stand in support. Thsnk you.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thsnk you, Senetor Kopplin. Senetor
Bresheer.
SPEAKER BRASHEAR: Thenk you, Nr. President, nenbers of the
body. I rise in support of Senetor Chenbers' enendnent. One of
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my concerns during our extensive discussion on Generel File of 
the mein bill ves the feet thet, how ere we going to do this
tssk if we don't heve sufficient monies? I cen tell you thet
the need for meeting end meeting expenses end reeeerch end 
essistsnce end support, in my experience es it reletes to other 
efforts of this kind, would indicste thet the initiel 
epproprietion, which wes cut from $200,000 to $100,000, is too 
drsstic. We heve further opportunity in the Select File end 
epproprieting process to deel with this. I think this is s
reasonable propossl on Senetor Chembers' pert end, in feet,
supports the effort in its entirety. It's the old rule: Alweys
try to mske the legislstion better. It will elso sllow us to 
move this bill, to cstch it up to the mein bill, end I urge its 
sdoption. Thsnk you.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thsnk you, Senetor Bresheer. Further
discussion on the Chembers amendment, FA351? There ere no
lights on, Senetor Chembers. The Cheir recognises you to close. 
Senstor Chsmbers wsives closing. The question before the body 
is, shell FA351 be edopted to LB 542A? All in fevor vote eye; 
opposed vote ney. Voting on the edoption of the Chembers 
emendment. Heve you ell voted on the question who csre to? 
Plesse record, Mr. Clerk.
CLERK: 33 eyes, 0 neys, Mr. Preeident, on the edoption of
Senstor Chsmbers' smendment.
SENATOR CUDABACK: The Chembers emendment hes been edopted.
CLERK: I have nothing further on the bill, Mr. Preaident.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Back to discussion of the bill itself,
LB 542A. There ere no lights on. Senetor Burling, you're
recognized to close on your LB 542A.
SENATOR BURLING: Thenk you. Nr. President. Thenk you,
colleegues. I just urge you to vote in the effirmetive of 
edvencing this to Select File. Thenk you very much.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Senetor Burling. You've heerd the
closing on sdvsncement. The question is, shsll LB 542A sdvsnce
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to E & R Initiel? All in fevor of the motion vote eye; ell 
those opposed vote ney. The queetion before the body is 
edvencement of LB 542A to E & R Initiel. Heve you ell voted on 
the question who cere to? Pleese record, Mr. Clerk.
CLERK: 31 eyes, 1 ney, Mr. President, on the edvencement of
LB 542A.
SENATOR CUDABACK: The motion wes successful. LB 542A does
edvence. We now go on to Generel File. Mr. Clerk, LB 72, 
pleese.
CLERK: Mr. President, LB 72, originelly introduced by Senetor
Stuhr. (Reed title.) Introduced on Jenuery 6 of lest yeer, et 
thet time referred to the Government Committee, edvenced to 
Generel File. The bill hes been discussed on Februery 16 of 
lest year, Jenuery 19 end Jenuery 23 of this yeer. Committee 
emendments aa well ea a number of emendments to the committee 
emendments heve been edopted, Mr. President. I now heve pending 
to the bill, Senetor Chembers' FA362. (Legisletive Journel 
pege 440.)
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Mr. Clerk. It hes been severel
deys, Senetor Stuhr, since we heve discussed this. Would you 
give us brief summery of the bill itself?
SENATOR STUHR: Thenk you, Mr. President end members of the
body. For some time we heve been discussing LB 72, which 
proposes to license end regulete security guerds by creeting the 
Security Personnel Licensing Act. As hes been steted, we begen 
this discussion lest yeer. We heve been working with the 
industry end I heve been working with members of this body to 
smooth the lenguege end to meke it more eccepteble. So with 
thet, I think that gives just e little bit of the beckground of 
the bill. Thenk you.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Senetor Stuhr. Senetor Chembers,
you have opened, but would you like to give ua a brief summery 
of your emendment, pleese?
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, members of the Legislsture,
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rether then give en opening on thet enendnent, I'n going to teke 
e few ninutes to explein how I think we're going to proceed on 
Senetor Stuhr's bill this norning. As you cen see fron the 
listing of enendnents in ny nene, I heve considereble 
disagreement with the bill the wey it ie drefted. Rether, 
however, then rewrite the bill on the floor in the nenner thet I 
hed proposed to do, Senetor Stuhr hes worked with others to 
redreft the bill. Whet I heve egreed to do, under the 
bludgeoning, threetening, torquing, suffocating by the Speeker 
of your Legislsture, your Speeker of your Legislsture whon I 
used to refer to es the "Silver Fox,” I heve been whipped into 
subnission st this stsge. I intend to withdrew ell of ny 
pending enendnents. Senstor Stuhr will then offer her onnibus 
amendment, which in effect rewrites the bill. I heve not reed 
it in deteil, but there ere perts of thst with which I dissgree, 
end Senetor Stuhr is swere of the feet thet I'n not setisfied 
with the rewrite. But Senstor Bresheer is s compassionate nsn 
when it suits his purpose to be so. He showed conpession for 
Senetor Stuhr. But he showed no conpession for ne, the oldest 
nenber of the Legislsture. And we on this floor deel, Senetor 
Howerd, with reelity end pregnetisn. So the better pert of 
velor for ne et this point is to withdrsw ny enendnents, let 
Senetor Stuhr offer hers. Then, if she cen get enough votes to 
advance the rewritten bill, it will nove to Select File end et 
thet tine I will renew ny enelyaia and teking epert of the 
rewrite, should thst be necesssry. Not hsving reed it, I'n not 
certein how neny of the problens thst I saw with it hsve been 
corrected, but one thet still loons is sllowing the Secretery of 
Stete to issue fireerns licenses. Another eree seens to exenpt 
lew enforcenent officers fron hsving to hsve s security guerd 
license to cerry on this sctivity. Thst hss to be chenged. 
Anybody who's going to engsge in this work for psy hss to hsve s 
license. When these cops sre serving es e security guerd, they 
should not be ellowed to weer the uniforn of the lew enforcenent 
agency for which they work, aince the bill aaya that everybody 
else hss to hsve s uniform distinctive end different fron thet 
worn by lew enforcenent personnel. So this is not going to be 
one of those bills, if I hsve enything to sey ebout it or do to 
it, which gives the cops e leg up in e privete business, while 
they heve one of the nost lucrstive jobs, et leest in Onehe, 
imaginable. When you see how they nenipulete the work hours to
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give e cop e lot of overtime end other perks— they don't cell 
them thet— money which cen be figured into celculeting his or 
her retirement, you see thet they don't need to be put in e 
position to compete with these entrepreneurs. I do not heve e 
lot of regerd for security guard people. They're celled 
rent-e-cops. This bill is not going to correct those problems. 
However, I do not think there should be the meticulous type of 
setting out in ststute process which we heve in this bill. Some 
things sre mentioned es stsndsrds, but they're lieted ee 
requirements. So there is the using of lenguege to describe 
what verious perts of the bill ere, end consistency is not
there. So if you heve eny questions of me, I'm prepered to 
enswer them, but while I em standing, if it'a allowed, I will 
tell the Clerk the emendments thst I'm to withdrsw, for the sske 
of the record, end I'll juet reed them off. In reelity, it 
will... I will withdrew them ell, but they ere, by number, FA362, 
FA363, FA364, FA365, FA366, FA367, FA368, FA369, FA370. Thenk
you, Nr. President.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Senetor Chembers. They ere
withdrewn. Nr. Clerk, when you get time, next emendment.
CLERK: Nr. President, the next emendment I heve is Senetor
Stuhr, AN1966. (Legislstive Journsl psge 474.)
SENATOR CUDABACK: Senetor Stuhr, you're recognized to open on
AN1966 to LB 72.
SENATOR STUHR: Thenk you, Nr. President end members of the
body, end I thank you for your past support in delibereting this 
issue. We do heve e new emendment before us, snd I thsnk 
Senetor Bresheer end elso Senetor Chembers for their concern in 
some of the erees. Actuelly, whet the emendment does is just 
reerrenge some of the lenguege end I would sey it's sort of
smoothing lenguege, reerrenging some of the sections. The mein 
concept remeins the ssme. And I know thst Senetor Chembers 
expressed some concern ebout some of the sections, perticulerly 
the fireerms section, possibly chsnging thet from the Secretery 
of Stete to the Stete Petrol, end I'm certeinly...be willing to 
work with him on thet eree. And elso, I think we're heving just 
the lenguege...interpreting the language a little bit
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differently for...ea it reletea to police officera. So I 
certeinly will be willing to work with him in between now end 
when it comes beck on Select File. So thet merely juat sums up. 
There ere no chenges, appreciable chenges, except I do believe 
thet the bill is probebly...edds some more clerity the wey it 
hes been reerrenged, end I would esk for your support on this 
amendment, because this amendment will become the bill. Thenk 
you.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Senetor Stuhr. You've heerd the
opening on AM1966, offered by Senetor Stuhr to LB 72. Open for 
discussion on thet motion. Anybody wishing to discuss? Senetor 
Chembers, you're recognised.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, members of the Legislsture,
just so thet it's crystel-cleer whet Senetor Stuhr seid, she hes
not professed to heve teken cere of ell the problems in the
bill, but there hes been some reerrenging, some smoothing 
lenguege, es she referred to it. I don't went enybody to get
the impression thet by my not resisting this effort, I therefore
support the rewrite. I've got to reed it, enelyze it, then I 
will work on it in the wey thet I think eppropriete. Thank you, 
Mr. President.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Senetor...
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thenk you, Senetor Stuhr, with one exception.
You thenked Senetor Bresheer end you thenked me. It's ell right 
for you to thenk Senetor Bresheer, the hemmer, but you should 
heve extended condolences to me, beceuse I'm the one who wes 
bludgeoned. (Leughter) Thenk you, Mr. President.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Senetor Chembers. Further
discussion on the Stuhr emendment? There ere no lights on. 
Senetor Stuhr, you're recognized to close. Senetor Stuhr weives 
closing. The question before the body is, shell AM1966 be 
adopted to LB 72? All in fevor of the motion vote eye; ell 
those opposed vote ney. The queetion before the body is 
adoption of the Stuhr emendment, AM1966. Heve you ell voted who 
cere to? Pleese record, Mr. Clerk.
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CLERK: 36 eyes, 0 nsys, Mr. President, on the edoption of
Senetor Stuhr's emendment.
SENATOR CUDABACK: The Stuhr emendment hes been edopted.
CLERK: I heve nothing further on the bill, Mr. President.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Mr. Clerk. Beck to discussion on
the edvencement of LB 72. Any senetors wishing to speek to the
question? Seeing no lights on, Senetor Stuhr, you're recognized 
to close.
SENATOR STUHR: Thenk you, Mr. President end members of the
body. Agein, I thenk you for your petience end your
perticipetion in the discussion. I do believe thet this is en 
importent metter before us. Most of us tske for grented thet 
there ere stenderds end levels of treining for security officers 
in this stste, or personnel. Our stete does not heve eny. 
We're one of the few, e handful of ststes, thst does not 
regulete or license the privete security Industry. So in time 
of terror elerts end netionel security issues, I believe it's 
even more importent thet we work together end esteblish some 
stsndsrds in this eree. With thet, I esk for your support. 
Thenk you.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senetor Stuhr. The queation
before the body ia, ahell LB 72 edvence to E & R Initiel? All 
in fevor of the motion vote eye; ell thoae opposed to the motion 
vote ney. The question before the body is the edvencement of 
LB 72. Heve you ell voted who cere to? Pleese record, 
Mr. Clerk.
CLERK: 32 eyes, 0 nays, Mr. Preaident, on the edvencement of
LB 72.
SENATOR CUDABACK: LB 72 does edvence. We now go to LB 72A.
Please, Mr. Clerk.
CLERK: LB 72A, by Senator Stuhr. (Reed title.)
SENATOR CUDABACK: Senetor Stuhr, to open.
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SENATOR STUHR: Thank you, Mr. Preaident and nenbers of the
body. There ere sone costs involved, particularly fron the 
Secretery of Stete, if it would be necesssry to hire sone 
edditionel stsff. And of course, thet ney be chenged es we nove 
along. Also, there ere sone costs in reletionship to the Stete 
Petrol, in the fingerprinting end in thet eree. But there, of 
course, will be sone revenue garnered fron the licensing fee. 
So I do not believe thet the fiscsl inpect will...it will be 
negligible. Thenk you.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senetor Stuhr. Heerd the opening
on LB 72A. Open for discussion. Senetor Stuhr, there ere no 
lights on. You're recognized...she...Senetor Stuhr weives her 
opportunity to close. The question is, shsll LB 72A sdvsnce to 
E & R Initiel? All in fevor of the notion vote eye; those 
opposed vote ney. Voting on the edvencenent of LB 72A. Heve 
you ell voted who cere to? Pleese record, Mr. Clerk.
CLERK: 31 eyes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on the edvencenent of
LB 72A.
SENATOR CUDABACK: The notion wee successful. LB 72A does
advance. We now go to the next egende item. Nr. Clerk, LB 87.
CLERK: LB 87, introduced by Senetor Byera. (Reed title.) The
bill wes introduced on Jenuery 6 of lest yeer, referred to 
Heelth end Humen Services Connittee. The bill wes edvenced to 
Generel File.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Mr. Clerk. Senetor Byers, to open
on LB 87.
SENATOR BYARS: Thenk you, Mr. President end nenbers of the
body. LB 87 is the bill thet wes introduced lest yeer end cene 
to the Health and Human Servicea Connittee. There la an 
anendnent, AM1812, which does eddress chenges in detes, beceuse 
we were not eble to do thet lest yeer, end clerify sone of the 
lenguege in the bill. There wes no opposition to this bill ss 
presented in Heslth Connittee. Besicelly, it's e continuetion 
of the originel licensure reguletions thet we put in the ststute
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in 2002 releting to deef end herd-of-heering interpreters. The 
bulk of the licensure requirements were pieced in ststute st 
thet time. This legislstion wss brought to me by the deef end 
herd-of-hearing community and la mainly e result of the Attorney 
Generel's review of the dreft reguletions, end seid thet the 
reguletions could not be epproved beceuse we didn't heve in 
ststute whet the requirements were of the commission. So this 
does piece in ststute the ebility to epprove e recognized 
continuing educetion units end terms of service on the 
commission. So it does chenge the licensing. The emendment 
will chenge the licensing dste to June 30, 2007. It clerifies 
the responsibility end duties of the Interpreter Review Boerd 
end define the role of the Deef end Herd of Heering Commission, 
clsrifies the type of licensure, epproves the conduct end 
sponsor of continuing educetion, essessment of continuing 
competency, end cherges reasonable fees. Besicelly, this is the 
bill in its simplest form. Agsin, we mede chenges in the 
emendment, AM1812, to be eble to comply with the chenge of detes 
from lsst yeer to this yeer. And I would eek for the epprovel 
of LB 87.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you. You've heerd the opening on
LB 87. Mr. Clerk, motion pleeee.
CLERK: Senetor Byere would move to emend with AM1812,
Mr. Preeident. (Legieletive Journel pege 386.)
SENATOR CUDABACK: Senetor Byere, to open on AM1812.
SENATOR BYARS: I think beeicelly I've given you the
explenetion. AM1812 beeicelly becomee the bill end cleene up 
LB 87, es it wss introduced.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Senetor Byers. You've heerd the
opening on AM1812 to LB 87. Open for discussion on thst motion. 
Senetor Chembere.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Preeident, membere of the Legieleture, in
order thet I em cleer on whet it ie we're doing, Senetor Byers, 
everything will be stricken from the bill end the only thing 
thet will be left is your emendment thet eppeers on the gedget.
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Is thet correct?
SENATOR BYARS: Thet is correct, Senetor.
SENATOR CHANBERS: I'n scrolling, or whetever you cell it, so I
csn see whet ell is on it, beceuse in looking et your enendnent, 
it ney do ewey with sone of the concerns thet I hed. Neybe I 
cen get sone help fron Senetor Byers. Senetor Byers, did you 
look et the enendnents thet I heve offered?
SENATOR CUDABACK: Senetor Byers, would you yield?
SENATOR BYARS: No, I heve not.
SENATOR CHANBERS: So es far es you know end es fer es I know,
they still nsy epply to the enendnent thet you're offering?
SENATOR BYARS: They could. I would not neke e judgment. I've
not seen your enendnents. I apologize, Senetor. Could you 
briefly explein those to ne?
SENATOR CHANBERS: Well, yes. I'll teke e second here. We cen
kind of emble, nosey, end nove in e leieurely fashion this
norning, beceuse we kind of eese into the rest of the week,
thenks to the wey the Speeker operetes. Sone of these seen to 
sppeer ninor, end neybe they ere, but I think sone correction is 
necesssry, but I cennot, in the short tine thet I heve here,
conpare whet you heve offered with whet is in the green copy.
So whet I en going to do is just see whet heppens in terns of 
the edoption of Senetor Byers' enendnent, end thet ney give ne 
tine to do sone correleting. Thenk you, Nr. President. Thenk 
you, Senetor Byers.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Senator Chanbers. Further
discussion on AN1812? Senator Byara.
SENATOR BYARSi Thank you, Nr. Preaident. And, Senator 
Chamber* to continue our converaation, I've had an opportunity 
to look at your firat anendnent, and I don't think probably 
we're going to heve eny problen working through theae. I think 
the enendnents you're offering ere besicelly technicel, end
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certeinly, es we heve in the pest, would work together, if there 
ere sone significsnt chenges thet need to be nede between now 
end Select File, so we cen neke sure the bill ie clean.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Senetor Byers. Senetor Byers,
there ere no further lights on wishing to speek. Senetor Byers, 
you're recognized to close on AM1812. Senetor Byere weives 
closing. The question before the body is, shsll the Byers 
enendnent, AM1812, be adopted to LB 87? All in favor vote eye; 
opposed vote ney. Voting on the edoption of the Byers 
enendnent, AMI812, to LB 87. Heve you ell voted on the question 
who csre to? Pleese record, Mr. Clerk.
CLERK: 25 eyes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on the edoption of
Senetor Byers' enendnent.
SENATOR CUDABACK: The Byers enendnent hes been edopted.
Mr. Clerk, pleese, next notion.
CLERK: Mr. President, the next enendnent I heve is by Senetor
Chambers. Senetor, FA372. (Legislstive Journel pege 485.)
SENATOR CUDABACK: Senetor Chembers, to open on FA372.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thenk you, Mr. President. Members of the
Legislsture, Senetor Byers end I elweys heve been eble to work 
our wey through issues. Sonetines the result would be one he 
didn't like, but on this bill, I don't think thst will be the 
cese. So ultinetely, I'n going to withdrew these pending 
enendnents, ellow his bill es anended to nove, end I will look 
et it end see if the enendnents still would spply, snd we cen 
work that out. But I need to teke e little bit of tine here. 
There are sone very serious, enotion-provoking bills thet will 
be heerd before the Educetion Connittee todey, end e situstion 
in Onaha led to the introduction of et leeat one of the nejor 
bills in thet group. If it gets out here end we heve this 
bettle between the suburben districts, which I feel, besed on 
their ettitude, ere prinerily recist— thet would be Millerd, 
Elkhorn, I know thet Westside joined then, end the third one
escepes ny nenory right now__Ralston. Those four heve
developed whet they call the coelition of suburben school
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districts. Segregetion, racism, discrimination are involved, 
end we're going to heve en opportunity to explore thoae issues 
if thet bill comes out here. And I'm going to teke the 
opportunity to enlighten my colleegues on the things thst sre 
not teught to bleck children, white children, or eny children in 
the public schools within the city of Omehe, including those
suburben districts. I see thet the number of Senetor Byers'
emendment, which wes edopted, is AM1812. That's s conspicuous 
number. The bookmerks of Americen history csn be wers. The 
Revolutionery War, War of 1812, Civil Wer, Spanish-American Wsr, 
First World Wer, Second World Wer, Koree, Vietnam, Lebenon, end 
you cen throw them ell in, end they're the bookmerks of Americen 
history. In 1812 there wes e wer between Americe end Britein on 
the soil of this country. The most significsnt bsttle wes the 
Bettle of New Orleens, which took plsce in 1814. The British 
were going to leunch en etteck on the Americen forces. Andrew 
Jeckson had put together e collection of people which included 
piretes, Indians, bleck people, enybody he could get. He hed 
promised my encestors thst if they would fight for this country 
they would heve their freedom, end thet wes s lie, juet like the 
promise during the Revolutionery Wer thet if we fought for this 
country we would heve our freedom. But there wes e men nemed
Major Savory, S-a-v-o-r-y, from Heiti, bleck like me! The 
British were very disciplined. They followed their leeder, even 
if the leeder led them into the velley of deeth— The Cherge of 
the Light Brigede. The generel leeding the British forces wss 
Edwerd Peckinghem, end he wes e very demonstrstive, impressive 
figure. So when he reised his sword snd stood in the stirrups 
on the beck of his horse, reedy to give the order to cherge,
Mejor Sevory, from e distance of over 100 yerds, sited down thet 
berrel on the piece where the strsps across Psckinghsm's chest 
crossed, end he fired. His eim wes true. Peckinghem pitched 
forwerd, fell from his horse. The British troops were put in 
diserrey. A bleck men— you ell never heerd of him. You 
probebly never heerd of Generel Peckinghem, either. Thet's 
American history. You don't leern it. The reeson Nepoleon got 
out of this hemisphere wes beceuse the bleck slsvee in Heiti 
whipped the French ermy, end when those sieves whipped 
Nspoleon's ermy, it beceme cleer thet there wes no future for 
Frence in this hemisphere. So when you heve people tell you 
ebout the purchese lebeled the Louisiene Purchese, you reed e
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little nore ebout it end find out why thet lend becene available 
so cheaply. You ell don't know this, so you look down your nose 
et us. You consider us inferior. You try to keep our children 
ignorant so thst we cen be preyed upon end nede to feel thet 
since bleck people heve never done enything, bleck people cennot 
do enything, end we cennot do enything; thet everything wes 
hended to us. We pleyed e stronger role in the history of this 
country then e lot of your reletives snd encestors did. 
Benedict Arnold wes e white nen, not e bleck nen. So when thet 
bill cones out here, you ell get reedy, beceuse the trein is
coming, snd I'm going to be the engineer. And like Cesey Jones,
I'll die with the throttle in ny hend, beceuse thet trein is 
going to go full-bore, end those iron wheels will be striking 
fire as it noves down thst trsck. We're going to leern sone 
things during thet debete, end none of those white operetions is 
bleneless, not the coelition fron west Onehe, not the Onehe 
Public School systen. There ere elnoet unbearable issues thet 
we es bleck people heve to confront. While we wetch the Onehe 
Public Schools on the left hend ssy thst those Ku Klux Klenners 
out in west Onaha are reciats, we egree. But the
Ku Klux Klenners out in west Onehe point to the OPS end ssy, so
are you, which la true. There ia a sickening counerciel thet 
hed been running...end I'n still on ny first anendnent, beceuse 
I need e little tine. Then I'n going to pull the others. I 
just went people to get ready and know whet kind of session this 
is going to be. They telk ebout how the schools ere beconing 
more segregeted, how segregetion is wrong, end not just thst, 
it'8 illegel. And when you listen to thet you sey, ehe! At 
lest sonebody is calling OPS to taek for the segregetion thet 
they heve engaged in since the beginning, which they recently, 
in a natter of...terna of a few yeers, floeted e $250 nillion 
bond issue for the expressed purpose of resegregeting, formally 
and officially, the public achoola in Onehe, under a so-called 
neighborhood school propossl, whereby they superinpose 
residentiel...a school systen on e residentially segregeted eree 
of the city. So listening to thet connerciel you sey, ehe, the 
Onehe Public Schools sre getting theirs. Then you listen e 
little further end find out thet the connerciel is in fsvor...
SENATOR CUDABACK: One ninute.
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SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...of OPS. And OPS hes tsken its
Ku Klux Klsn hood off long enough to criticise the
Ku Klux Klenners in west Onehe, who still hsve their hoods snd
regelis on. Oh, I'n going to be blunt, end I'm going to be very 
direct, end I'm going to ruffle some feethers, beceuse ell you 
heve to do is listen to words from me. Our children suffer end 
heve been cheeted out of educetion ever since I've been on the
fece of this eerth— cheeted, cheeted. We get the leest
quelified teachers; the schools which they cell ecedemies to try 
to prettify end sweeten the menure dumped on our kids in the 
form of inferior educetion, by celling them ecedemies. I'll 
finish next time I'm recognized. Thenk you, Mr. President.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Senetor Chembers. You've heerd
the opening on the Chembers emendment, FA372, to LB 87. Open 
for discussion. Senetor Chembers, you're recognized.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Mr. Preaident. My job down here
is to represent those who otherwise would heve no voice on this 
floor, end I'm going to do it, end I'm going to do it with e 
vengeance when those bills come out here. And get reedy to go 
to cloture. I won't heve to do ell thet work myself, beceuse 
there ere going to be people popping up out of their cheire like 
white kernels out of e pen popping popcorn. And here's whet I 
ssy: When OPS cells the suburbs recists, snd the recists out
there cell OPS people racists, I csll thst the toilet seet 
celling the toilet bowl white. Thet'e whet thet is— the toilet 
seet celling the toilet bowl white! You ell like to ssy the pot 
celling the kettle bleck, don't you? Don't you? Everything you 
ssy, everything, precticelly speaking, thet hes the term "bleck" 
in it is designed to be negetive and to put us down. Well, e 
toilet bowl services people in e wey thet e pot does not, end e 
kettle. And when I look et white people...whet white people 
heve done to bleck people in this country and all eround the 
globe, toilet bowl is eppropriete. And I'm not going to 
epologize, I'm not going to equivocete, end I'm going to be 
heard, beceuse you're going to bring those bills out here, end 
I'm not going to be quiet. But on the other hend, if you ell 
turn your lights on first end you eet up ell the time, I'll just 
patiently weit. I cen be very petient when petience ia what the 
circumstances csll for. Also compliceting the metter will be
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those bills you sll have clotured. You think they're greet. 
You thought you vere going to be rid of ne by cloturing those 
bills end moving then on. I'n telking ebout the gun bill end
thet fetel esssult bill. I haven't forgotten them, end I'm
going to continue teking my tex from you, in terms of time used, 
execting the Ernie tex. And I went to gell ny colleegues by 
reninding you, when you telk on end on interninebly on those 
bills, you're pleying into ny hends. Cen eny one of then get 
33 votes? Will sll of then get 33 votes? Will the body heve to 
collectively egree thet it's going to support ell four of then, 
if they come out here, so thst everybody supports everybody 
else? Is thst whet's going to heppen? We will see whet we will
see, end I'm going to be in the middle of it. And I think it
wes John Peul Jones, I think, who ssid, I hsve not yet begun to 
fight. And when his crewmen heerd thet, they jumped ell over 
him end said, well, thet'a why we're in the meaa that we're in; 
you need to stsrt fighting, John Peul Jones. Now if he's not 
the one who seid it, you ell don't know. I cen sey enything on 
this floor I went to. I cen meke up e statement end ssy, Edgsr 
Allen Poe seid thet, end beceuse you respect Poe, thet will meke 
you pey ettention to whet I've ssid,...
SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...beceuse es soon ss you csn sttsch
somebody's neme to e statement, Americena automatically aay, 
wow, that's importent. Well, even if sonebody seid it who wes 
fenous, thst doesn't neen the ststenent makes sense. But I've 
studied Anerice, I've studied Americans, I've Anericene, end I'd 
venture to ssy I know Anericen history better then everybody on 
this floor, beceuse you sll don't hsve to psy sttention to it.
You've got everything for yourselves. I need one nore tine,
Mr. President.
SENATOR CUDABACK: And you ney continue, Senetor Chembers.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thenk you. When white people telk egeinst
affirmative ection, white men heve elweys had affirmetive
action. Incompetent white men get joba, totally unquelified for 
them. They expect it; they teke it for grented. George Bueh 
was given consideretion in going to school beceuse his deddy wes
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something or other. White men heve elweys hed effirmetive
ection, with e difference: Before e bleck person cen get e job
or white women, in some esses, they heve to be super quelified. 
Bleck women heve been virtuelly erased from sight end
consideretion in this society. There is no group more set-upon, 
abused, end discriminsted egeinst then bleck women. White women 
get abused, they get mis tree ted, end I heve sponsored 
legislstion end supported other legisletion to try to eddress 
their situstion. Some people need to go beck end do e little 
reseerch on whet wes celled the displsced homemaker legislstion, 
concerning itself with the plight of white women. But white 
women don't fece enything like whet bleck women fece end
confront. And those ere things which need to be eddressed, end 
I'm going to do it. Hed I not been willing to eddress the feet 
thet the Governor, who is now the Secretery of the U.S. 
Depertment of Agriculture, Johenns, wes not sppointing women to 
boerds end commissions, those kind of eppointments would not 
hsve been mede. But I leid on it end stsyed on it until he 
stsrted doing differently. White men ere not going to speek for 
white women. Whet they're going to tell you is thst they 
control your body, they control your reproductive system. The 
stete has s proprietary hold on your reproductive system, end 
these men spend en inordinete emount of time telking ebout your 
reproductive system end how they're going to control it end 
thereby control you. And they get you ell, who ere e mejority 
of the populetion, to go elong with it. You don't open your 
eyes end see whet's heppening to you. You think they cere ebout 
fetuses, even? No, they telk ebout them beceuse they went to 
elevste enything ebove e women in velue thet they cen. Thet's 
whet they're doing. That'a why I'll alweya take ea my point of 
deperture the women, the women, the women— not e zygote, not e
fetus, not an embryo. But thet'a not what these men who control
everything do, end they control you ell, end you go elong end 
you holler for these things they're telking ebout just es loud 
ss they do, without heving sense enough to reelize they're 
putting sheckles on you. Consider your etetus in this society, 
end you will understend thet I'm telling you the truth. Whet 
ebout these white women who heve ell the quelificetion in the 
world end they encounter whet they cell "the glass ceiling." 
You bump up egeinst it, you cen see through it, but you cennot
penetrate it. Whet ebout thet? Am I meking thet up? Gless
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ceiling is not even e tern of ny creetion. Why do they heve to 
telk ebout en equel rights enendnent in the United Stetes of 
Anerice, which is sined prinsrily et helping white wonen? 
Beceuse white nen heve no respect or regerd for white wonen. 
Thet's whet the problen is, yet e white wonen birthed every one 
of then, every one of then. Yet the disrespect, the develuetion 
of wonen thet goes on in this country suggests to ne thet they 
heve e problen with their own nothers. And I'n sure sone 
psychologists, psychiatrists, end others__
SENATOR CUDABACK: One ninute.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...could put e nene to thet kind of ettitude.
Why ere there so nsny whet they cell "flesh" end "girlie" 
negezines? Why is there so nuch so-cslled nele entertainment 
besed on the degredetion of wonen, the "thingeficetion" of 
wonen? These nuslcsl videos thet these young, ignorant bleck 
nen celled hlp-hoppers, many of whon ere neneged by white wonen 
end Jews, not by blsck people, who did not live in the streets, 
who by end lerge were niddle clese end upper niddle cless, 
pretending thet they suffered whet sone of us down here on the 
ground suffered, end theirs will deel with wonen es body perts, 
e booty, breests. They squst down end you look et then, end 
they open end close their legs. And whst do you think thst's 
ebout? And thet teeches respect for wonen?
SENATOR CUDABACK: Tine, Senetor Chenbers.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: I didn't quite get through. I'n going to
withdrew thet pending enendnent, however.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Are you withdrewing thet amendment, Senetor?
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yes.
SENATOR CUDABACK: It is withdrswn. Mr. Clerk, pleese, next
motion.
CLERK: Senetor Chembers would move to emend with FA373.
(Legislative Journel pege 485.)
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SENATOR CUDABACK: Senetor Chembers, to open on FA373.
SENATOR CHANBERS: Thenk you, Nr. President, members of the
Legislsture. Continuing, beceuse eventuelly I vill withdrew 
that one, too, you notice how whenever you turn on your 
television, end women ere being portreyed...end I'm not telking 
ebout bleck women now. Our women ere portreyed elweys es sexuel 
objects, es whet ere celled "bell-busters," emesculetors of 
blsck men, meids; never e thinking, intelligent being. But it's 
not much better for white women. Look et it end see whet your 
society thinks of you. Then you heve people running down here 
telking ebout restricting where sexusl predators cen live, but 
you're not concerned ebout the wey women ere depicted end 
degreded end demeened. Whet ere little girls to think their 
role in life is? Where ere the role models for them? I'll tell 
you where they ere. There ere people on the right wing who like 
to telk ebout bleck children bom out of wedlock. I told you 
ebout the child born out of wedlock to e bishop over in Irelend, 
white. And in other perts of the country, white children bom 
out of wedlock, the deddy is e priest, e bishop or en 
erchbishop. They don't telk ebout thet. But you see these 
good, populer white women, pregnent, unmerried. You see them 
swapping husbands snd the men swsp wives. These ere the people 
held up es the exemples, end why do you condemn young people for 
letching onto whet you ell es edults hsve put in front of them 
end showed them is the wey to go, the thing to do? And ell 
eround them they see grown women trying to duplicete whet they 
see on thst television, to the extent thet they cen. I'm not e 
prude, but I reelly am troubled when I aee eny cetegory of humen 
beings degreded, demeened, converted to the ststus of chsttels 
end things. Women's opinions sre dismissed es heving no 
consequence. They may poae a queation, which is ignored. 
People telk ebout them while they're preaent, aa though they 
were not there. A women mey begin to apeek in a gathering, end 
some men jumps in end tekes it over and ia going to aay what ahe 
means, or juat ailence her. And conditioned ea moat of them 
ere, they'll be silent end just sit down. I remember when e 
woman wes running for the presidency, end she wept ebout 
something, end thet wes jumped on Immedietely to show how women 
couldn't cut the mustsrd. And now you see men bewling ell the 
time, boohoo hoo. I meen the big ones, the senetors, the
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congressmen, the others, the CEOs. As soon ss they get ceught 
with their hend in the cookie jar, whet do they do? Here come 
teers streaming down. And whet do they do? They dreg thet 
woman, whom they heve insulted end debesed through their 
misconduct, to stend beside him, beceuse he's e cowerd. You'll 
always see, every one of them who is ceught, dregging his wife 
to stsnd by him. But these men wouldn't stsnd by s woman if ahe 
got caught in bed with several men, would they? Would they? 
You know they wouldn't. And I'm going to telk ebout this s lot 
more when those bills come out here. In feet, I'm going to telk 
ebout these things meybe when eny bill comes before us, when I 
think the bill lends itself to this. Senetor Byers' bill just 
hsppens to hsve come up et e time when other metters sre going 
to be presented end ergued before e committee of the 
Legislsture. I'm not e member of the Educetion Committee, end I 
thenk my lucky stsrs for thst, but I'm conscious of things thst 
go on in these verious committees, end my colleegues on thet 
committee ere going to eern their money todey. But I'm curious 
to see whet they send out here for us to bettle over end go to 
wer ebout, end I'm in the mood for thet now. Senetor Synowiecki 
is cutting out. Now if he hed stsyed, meybe he would heve heerd 
me come up end tell him that he'a got a bill that I wea thinking 
about prioritizing for him. That'a how you get their ettention. 
He doean't care whet I'm Baying about uplifting women, but meybe 
prioritizing e bill will get his sttention, end I seriously sm, 
even though he's running out on me, beceuee the bill hes merit. 
But enother difference between me end my colleegues is thst I 
just don't cere whether people like whet I sey or not. They cen 
run down to their offices, but they'll heer my voice if their 
television is on, or if eny ere turned on, beceuse es they welk 
through the hell they'll heer it. And they'll listen; they 
don't heve eny choice. And when the bills come out here thet 
they reelly cere ebout, I'm going to tell them, but you like 
those guns more. Cerrying hidden guns meens more to you then 
all this other legislstion. Neking e fetus, sn embryo, or e 
zygote more importent then e women is more importent to you then 
this other legislstion. And I'm going to plsy by the rules you 
all write, end with thet, Mr. Preeident, thia amendment thet'a 
pending I will withdrew.
SENATOR CUDABACK: FA373 is withdrawn.
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SENATOR CHAMBERS: And vhile I'm on it, I vill vithdrev FA374
and FA375.
SENATOR CUDABACK: FA374 and FA375 ere vithdrevn, elao.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Mr. Preaident.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senetor Chenbers. We ere nov beck
to discussion of LB 87. Any further discussion? Senstor Bysrs, 
there are no lights on. You're recognized to cloee. Senetor 
Byere veivee closing. The queetion before the body ie, ehell 
LB 87 edvence to E & R Initiel? All in fevor vote eye; oppoeed 
vote ney. Voting on the edvencement of LB 87. Heve you ell 
voted Who cere to? Record pleeee, Mr. Clerk.
ASSISTANT CLERK: 26 eyee, 0 neye on the motion to edvence the
bill, Mr. Preeident.
SENATOR CUDABACK: LB 87 edvencee. We nov go to LB 87A.
Pleeee, Mr. Clerk.
ASSISTANT CLERK: Mr. Preeident, LB 87A vee introduced by
Senetor Byere. (Reed title.)
SENATOR CUDABACK: Senetor Byere, to open on LB 87A.
SENATOR BYARS: Thenk you, Mr. Preeident. LB 87A ie very
simple. It's e $4,500 A bill; thet's $4,500. We don't often
vork in those numbers sround here, but it is...it comes from the
Commission for the Deef end Herd of Heering Cesh Fund, so
there'8 no edditionel Generel Funds spent. The A bill is $4,500 
thet's necesssry from the existing deef end herd-of-heering 
funds, end I vould esk you to sdvsnce LB 87A.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Senetor Byers. You've heerd the
opening on LB 87A. Open for discussion. Senetor Byers, there 
ere no lighte on. Senetor Byere veivee cloeing. The queetion 
before the body ie, ehell LB 87A edvence to E & R Initiel? All 
in fevor of thet motion vote eye; ell opposed vote ney. Voting 
on the edvencement of LB 87A. Pleese record, Mr. Clerk.
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ASSISTANT CLERK: 28 ayes, 0 nsys on the motion to edvence the
bill, Mr. President.
SENATOR CUDABACK: LB 87A does edvence. We now go to the next
egende item, LB 85. Pleese, Mr. Clerk.
ASSISTANT CLERK: Mr. President, LB 85, introduced by Senetor
Byers. (Reed title.) The bill wes reed for the first time on 
Jenuery 6 of lest year, referred to the Heelth end Human 
Services Committee. That committee reports the bill to Generel 
File with committee emendments etteched. (AM0126, Legislstive 
Journel pege 379, First Session, 2005.)
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Mr. Clerk. Senetor Byers, to open
on LB 85.
SENATOR BYARS: Thenk you, Mr. President. LB 85 is s bill which
increeses preburial errangements, that increeaea the set-eside 
that e person can aet aside, from $3,000 to $4,000 for e 
pre-need buriel. The leat set-aside wss estsblished in 1983. 
Senetor Merge Higgins introduced end cerried thet legieletion, 
end if we don't remember Senetor Higgins, then it's probebly 
time thet we increesed the set-eside. Today's cost for funerel 
services end ell of those things necesssry for us to be buried 
todey everege ebout $7,700. Whet this does is ellow people to 
heve some dignity, end we give them the opportunity to set eside 
this emount of money, end et thet point, they could be quelified 
for Mediceid end stsrt receiving stete services. But these 
dollers csn't be touched end will be used for e buriel. If this 
doesn't heppen end the person uses up these funds snd becomes 
quelified for Mediceid, which is going to hsppen, typicslly, 
anyway, you teke ewey thet dignity of being eble to pey for 
their own buriel service. Plus, something thet I'm not sure, 
end we'll telk ebout the fiscsl note beceuse I think thet's the 
mein concern here, but you put them into e peuper situstion, 
where you heve expenses on the pert of the county, where they're 
residing, to pey for the peuper's funerel. They heve limits 
thet ere set eside on how much they cen pey towerd e funerel, or 
how much they do pey for funerels. But the mejor queetion thet 
I heve run into is thet we reelly should be doing some sort of e
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cost-of-living adjustment reletive to thia issue, eo we give 
people the dignity of being eble to set eside e few of their 
assets, their remeining assets, to be eble to pey for e buriel. 
So es pert of this legislstion, there is e coet-of-living 
adjustment thet is included end does become edjusted ennuelly, 
besed on the Consumer Price Index, in order to keep better pece 
with rising costs. Philosophicslly, obviously, you csn look st 
this end reise the question, should we, in effect, if...this is 
whst deels with the fiscel...if you increese this $1,000 thet 
cen be set eside, people cen...will quelify for Mediceid 
eerlier. Thet creetes sdditionsl Generel Fund end metching 
federel fund dollers thet we ee e etete ere obligeted to pey. 
Thet funding, thet doller amount, ia very epeculetive et beat, 
but we cen telk ebout thet aome on the fiacal note. But LB 85 
itself is fsirly streightforwerd, increesing the set-eside from 
$3,000 to $4,000 end edding e cost-of-living sdjustment. And I 
would esk thet LB 85 be edvenced.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senetor Byers. You've heerd the
opening on LB 85. Open for discussion. Senetor Chembers, 
followed by Senetor Louden. I'm sorry. I'm sorry. There ere 
committee emendments, es ststed by the Clerk. I epologize. 
Senetor Jensen, Cheirmen of the committee, you're recognized to 
open.
SENATOR JENSEN: Thenk you, Mr. President, members of the
Legislsture. The emendment to LB 85 is e technicel emendment, 
very short. On pege 2, line 9, we strike the word "depertment" 
end insert "Depertment of Heelth end Humen Services," end efter 
"ennuelly," insert "September 1,” end in line 27 strike "eech 
year" end insert "ennuelly on September 1." Thet is reelly ell 
the emendment does, strictly technicel in neture, and I would 
urge ita adoption.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Senetor Jensen. You've heerd the
opening on the committee emendmente offered by Senetor Jensen. 
Open for discussion. Senetor Chembers.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thenk you. Mr. President, members of the
Legislsture, I'd like to esk Senetor Jensen e question, if he'll 
answer.
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SENATOR CUDABACK: Senetor Jensen, would you yield to e
question?
SENATOR JENSEN: Yes.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senetor Jensen, ineteed of ssying...whet wes
thet lest thing you ssid? You ssid ennuelly?
SENATOR JENSEN: Annuelly on Septenber 1.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: All right. Now ere you sure thst thet word
is spelled correctly on the gedget? Are you sure?
SENATOR JENSEN: No, I'n not sure.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: You think it should be spelled correctly, so
thst it won't be confused with sonething thet night sound 
like...
SENATOR JENSEN: I...it should be spelled correctly, yes.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Do you wonder if it's spelled correctly now?
SENATOR JENSEN: Yes, I do.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: If you hsd reed it on the gedget you would
know, wouldn't you?
SENATOR JENSEN: I've got a print off of that.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: And ia it spelled correctly on the print off?
SENATOR JENSEN: I'll be honest with you, Senetor, I do not
know.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thenk you, Senetor Jensen. (Leugh) Menbers
of the Legislsture, I'n just going to let thet sinner for e
while. Senetor Jensen does know, but he's not sure, beceuse I
creeted e doubt in his nind. Our job, among others, is to 
approach life with e queation. Are the thinga we're told reelly

8570



January 30, 2006 LB 85

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

as we're told they ere? Are thinga what they seem to be? How 
eesy is it to put s doubt in somebody's nind? Thet's how 
sometimes people ere identified by e supposed eyewitness, 
beceuse e cop hes fed, through suggestion, something into thet 
person's mind, which ceuses thet person to be willing to ssy he 
or she ssw somebody, ususlly e bleck pereon, do something whom 
thet so-cslled witness hed not seen et ell. Thet's why s lot of 
people ere being freed through DNA. Eyewitnesses swore thet the 
person they ssw did the crime, end thet the person they sew do 
the crime is the one they id«-.itified, end it's en innocent 
person. But thst's not the mein reeson I stood up on this. I 
wsnt to ssk Senetor Byers e question.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Senetor Byers, would you yield to e question?
SENATOR BYARS: Yes, I will.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senetor Byers, this bill deals with burisl,
right?
SENATOR BYARS: Correct.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: It seems to me thet enything thet precedes
the need to be buried would be more in the wey of heelth 
insursnce insteed of buriel. Before you need to be buried, 
you're elive, right?
SENATOR BYARS: Correct.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: You need to be buried only efter you're deed,
right?
SENATOR BYARS: Thet's the wey thet I would interpret it, yes.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: So why do we cell this pre-need insteed of
post-need? The need comes sfter you're deed.
SENATOR BYARS: But you set eside the dollers prior to the time
thet you're deed.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Well ststed. I eccept thet. Who esked thet
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this bill be brought,...
SENATOR BYARS: It wes brought...
SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...the undertekers?
SENATOR BYARS: Yes, this wss brought to me by the funerel
directors themselves.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: The undertekers ere reelly some compessionste
people, eren't they?
SENATOR BYARS: My friends who ere funerel directors ere
compessionste.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: They're the leet ones to let you down, too,
sren't they?
SENATOR BYARS: (Leugh) Not in ell instsnces.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Now the meek shsll inherit the eerth, end the
undertekers ere there to mske sure thet thet heppens, not only 
to the meek, but to the not so meek elso, right?
SENATOR BYARS: (Leugh) Right.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senetor Byers, when we get right down to it,
despite ell of the soft music, the odd smell thet you find in 
funerel homes— they ssy they're flowers— these primerily ere 
sslespersons snd businesspeople, eren't they?
SENATOR BYARS: They ere in business, yes.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: And they sell products, they sell services,
snd whst not, don't they?
SENATOR BYARS: Thet's correct.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Any end everything they do...
SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
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SENATOR CHAMBERS: __carries s price teg, isn't thet true?
SENATOR BYARS: Thet is correct.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: So people, in sosie instances, wind
up...during their tine of grief end sonetinee feeling of guilt, 
cen be preyed upon by sone of these undertekers, cen't they, end 
nade to feel thet if they reelly reapect the deed one, they 
should put e lot of noney into thet underteker's pocket, so thet 
they cen put sonething in the ground with thet deed one? 
Doesn't thet heppen?
SENATOR BYARS: I would hope it wouldn't. I...you...
SENATOR CHAMBERS: I'n not telking ebout hopes. We're
pregnetists this norning.
SENATOR BYARS: I reelly don't heve eny knowledge of thet,
Senetor, so I don't think I cen, fron en intellectuel 
standpoint, nake thet atatenent.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Senetor Byera. Thank you,
Mr. President.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Senetor Chenbers. Further
discussion? Senetor Louden.
SENATOR LOUDEN: Thenk you, Mr. President end nenbers of the
body. I would like to esk Senetor Byers e question, if he would 
yield, pleese.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Senetor Byers, would you yield e question
fron Senetor Louden?
SENATOR BYARS: Yes, I will.
SENATOR LOUDEN: Senetor Byers, et the preeent tine, when people
are on Mediceid end don't heve funds for their buriel, who peya 
for that buriel expense? Ie thet the stete or is thet the
county?
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SENATOR BYARS: Thet's the counties.
SENATOR LOUDEN: Okey. Now whet this would do, es adding this,
this would help on e county level, so thet the county wouldn't 
be probebly es ept to heve to pick up es much money. So when we 
look et the fiscel note, this could be something thet
would...you'd hete to sey, but this is revenue thet the stete
would lose beceuse of the $1,000 extre exemption. But it would 
be ectuelly money, or it would be monies thet would improve the 
situstion for the counties. Is thet correct?
SENATOR BYARS: Absolutely correct, Senetor.
SENATOR LOUDEN: Yeeh. Thenk you, Senetor Byere. I support
this bill, end then of course I support the emendments to it, 
whether ennuelly is spelled right or wrong. If it's spelled
wrong, it's spelled wrong ell over the piece, so I guess we'll
go from there. But for thet, I think this is something thet is 
probebly...will help out. It's time we reised it e little bit. 
There'8 people thet certeinly set money eside when they're in 
yeers...for buriel expense, end es time comes on, sometimes they 
end up in homes with e loss of their essets, end so they not 
necesssrily hed thet planned eheed of time thet they would be on 
Mediceid, but nonetheless, if they heve set eside money for 
thet, why, it would be something thet would go towerds helping 
our counties' levy situstion. So I certeinly think this is 
something thet's worthwhile, end I encourege the edvencement of 
it. Thenk you.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Senetor Louden. Discussion of the
Heelth Committee emendments to LB 85? Further discussion? 
Senetor Chembers.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, members of the Legislsture,
unlike Senetor Byers, I em ewere of situetions where undertekers 
hsve teken edventege of people, end I've hed coapleinte brought 
to me by people, especielly when they live outside the stste. A 
deperted person mey be cremeted. The underteker will promise to 
heve those remeins "FedExed” end erriving et their deetinetion 
et a certein time, end thet did not occur. Then the peraon.
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beceuse he or she is outside of the stete, hes trouble 
contecting the underteker. In sone instsnces, there eight be e 
policy in effect thet, among other things, will cover buriel
expenses. The buriel expenses will not eet up the entire enount
of the policy, despite the best efforts of the underteker to
neke thet heppen. Then the pereon hes trouble getting en 
eccounting of the excess noney over whet the funerel expenses 
were. Whet I try to tell people ie thet underteking is es 
honoreble e profession ss eny other, end it fits in the cetegory 
of whet buzzerds end vultures do, beceuee they cleen up the 
cerrion thet could otherwise leed to diseeses. And efter 
sonebody is deed, there should not be en ettenpt to neke the 
living view thet corpse es though it ie still elive end 
conscious of whst is going on, end will sonehow bring 
inprecetions on the heed of the living if sone very levish 
funerel is not conducted, if noney is not put into e very 
expensive box, into en oraete veult, which is not going to be
seen. We ought to pess e lew, if we're going to pess enything 
in this sree, restricting whst cen be done with theee veults. 
There ere ceneteries which went the veult, so thet the ground 
won't sink if you just put the box there, end they went these 
stones now to be flet, not sticking up, so thst when they cut 
the gress, they cen just run the gresscutter over everything end 
do it eesily. And I don't blene then for thet. But I do blene 
those who ere in the in...or et the locetion on this continuun, 
who cen try to neke people feel guilty ebout how they're going 
to send sonebody ewey fron here. I heve ecconpenied people to 
underteking esteblishnents, end I've told the person, let ne 
decide whet's going to be spent. And when we look et the 
coffins, I ssy, we don't need to look et velvet or setin or 
anything else. Show ne tha cheepest box you got. And when they 
show ne, I sey, thet's it. Now ehow ne the cheepest veult you 
got, end they bring these out here thet ere peinted 
with... spray-painted with gold end silver end other things. I 
sey, I know you got sonething just plein concrete; you've got 
thet, heven't you? Well, yeeh. Thet'e whet I went to see, end 
thet's whet we went. Then I go down the list of ell these 
things thst they put on here. I sey, they don't need this, they 
don't need thet, they don't need the other, they don't need ell 
these cers. And by the tine I get through, thet person hes been 
spered lerge expenditures end they're greteful. They will sey,
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I could not heve done thet. They feel guilty in front of en 
underteker, ee though they heve en obligetion to pleeee thie 
pereon whoee only eim is to get ee nuch noney out of thet 
person's pocket ee possible. I'n not going to oppoee thie bill.
SENATOR CUDABACK: One ninute.
SENATOR CHANBERS: If people ere foolieh enough to put lerge
enounte of noney eeide for the underteker, let then spend it the 
wey they went to. The underteker tell then, you cen't teke it 
with you, eo let ne teke it fron you, but it'e not thet blunt 
end thet direct. Oh, they fold their hende, they look eo 
sympathetic, end they underetend ell of the feelinge of the 
fenily. They epeek in thoee low, eepulchrel tonee, end 
everything in the funerel hone ie eubdued, end thet odor thet I 
nentioned, neke people feel like they ere, in feet, entering the 
houee of deeth, end they ney not energe elive, if they pey ee 
nuch ettention to whet they're epending ee they do when they go 
to buy e cer, or enything in e grocery etore. It'e not often 
thet we heve e bill like thie, where thinge like undertekere' 
prices...
SENATOR CUDABACK: Tine, Senetor Chenbers.
SENATOR CHANBERS: ...cen be diecueeed. Thenk you,
Nr. Preeident.
SENATOR CUDABACK: You're welcone. Further diecueeion? Senetor
Jensen, there ere no further lighte. You're recognized to cloee 
on the Heelth end Humen Servicee Connittee enendnente. Senetor 
Jensen weivee cloeing. The queetion before the body ie, ehell 
AN0126, offered by the Heelth end Hunen Servicee, be edopted to 
LB 85? All in fevor vote eye; oppoeed, ney. Senetor Jeneen, 
ere you voting, or ere you wiehing to telk? Thenk you; ween't 
doubting your ebilitiee. Further diecueeion...I neen, further 
voting who cere to? Record pleeee, Nr. Clerk.
ASSISTANT CLERK: 30 eyee, 0 neye on the edoption of connittee
enendnente, Nr. Preeident.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Heelth end Hunen Servicee Connittee
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anendnents have been adopted. Nr. Clark, anything further on 
the bill?
ASSISTANT CLERK: Nothing further.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Back to diacuaaion, advancenent of LB 85.
Senator Chanbers.
SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr. President, I remember bits snd piacea of
some things, but not in detail. There vaa aonething in one of 
the plays that Shakeapeare wrote, and it waa aonething like a 
riddle, but it could be taken aerioualy. Thia peraon waa 
ssying, it's not as deep ss a well, it'e not aa wide aa a church 
door, but it will serve the purpose. When you inquire after ne
tonorrow, you will find that I an a grave nan. So it'a clear he
was describing s grsve. But Shakeapeare had kind of a different 
way of doing that. People throughout hiatory have had fun 
dealing with that grave aubject. I think the noat barbaric 
practicea in thia aociety surround the way dead people are 
handled and disposed of. They hsve all of thia practice of 
treating a corpse with nore reapect than they ever treated the 
peraon who inhabited that dead clay when that peraon waa 
walking, talking, breathing. So nany thinga are akewed in thia
society. In those cultures where they don't hsve a lot of land,
and in others where it's their prsctice, and corpaea are burned, 
that ia wise. People know thst death haa cone, that death ia a 
part of this process of being a hunan being, and nobody is going 
to escape death. So inatead of aurrounding it with all thia
numbo jumbo, thia atuff of sitting sround a roon with a box and 
a corpse in it, having what they call viaitation and viewing, 
and the corpae is looking horrific, then they cart the corpae 
into a church and somebody atanda up there, and may not even 
know who the person waa who'a there, and haa theae atock 
boilerplate phrases: he or she will be grestly missed; oh, he
did the best he could, she did the best she could. And what 
they ought to do ia tell the truth: I hope he ain't where I
think he is, and I hope he ia where I know he ain't, and let
that be it. That'a enough aaid. But people have to fabricate.
They pretend that they cared about the peraon. And in many
inatances, if those who come sround with all the teara and the 
pretended caring had genuinely cared, maybe they could have
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lifted some of the burden fron that peraon and he or ahe slight
not have left here aa aoon aa he or ahe did. But every aociety,
in my opinion, vould be better off to just let the dead be gone. 
Where Jeaus aaid, let the dead bury the dead, he made a good 
statement there. I'd like to ssk Senstor Byara a queation.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Byara, would you yield?
SENATOR BYARS: Yes, I will.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senstor Bysrs, this will give you s heads up,
and you can answer it when we get to it. But I do want you to
be able to explain to me in detail why we have an A bill the
aize of this A bill, considering what it la that we're talking 
about. I'm not going to oppose your bill. I'm going to vote to 
advance it. If people want to handle their affaire in thia 
manner, I'm not opposed to thst. If by so doing there is just s 
fraction of an amount of money that they can make better uae of 
while they're alive, or they're put in a circumstance where they 
can receive some benefit while they're alive which otherwiae 
they couldn't, that alone gives the bill some validity. So 
despite whst I've ssid. I'm going to support your bill. Thank 
you, Mr. President.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Further discussion on advancement? There are
no lights on. Senstor Byars, you're recognized to close.
SENATOR BYARS: Thank you, Mr. Preaident. I think the
discussion hss been good. And certsinly, there sre
philosophicsl differences on how snd why we should celebrste or 
not celebrste our end of life. But the bill itself is fairly 
simple, and I would aak you to advance it to Select File.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Byara. You've heard the
closing. The question before the body is, shall LB 85 advance 
to E & R Initial? All in favor vote aye; all opposed vote nay. 
The question before the body is advancement of LB 85. Have you 
all voted on the queation who care to? Pleaae record, 
Mr. Clerk.
CLERK: 31 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. Preaident, on the advancement of
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LB 85.
SENATOR CUDABACK: LB 85 does advance. Mr. Clerk, ve now go to
LB 85A.
CLERK: LB 85A, by Senator Byars. (Read title.)
SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Byara, to open on LB 85A.
SENATOR BYARS: Thank you, Mr. Preaident. And I'll try to
explain vhat I have from the Fiacal Office relative to the
fiscal note. I think it ia very, very apeculative. I'n
certainly not aaying that ultinately, in the very naxinun of 
circunstancea, that we night not hit thia fiacal note. But the 
nost current fiscsl note thst you hsve in front of you would 
show that we have a fiacal note of General Funds to be expended 
in the anount of $105,226, if I have the current fiacal note. 
Now, why I'n confuaed— and Senator Chanbers, you night nske note 
alao— the firat fiacal note that we aa a Health Connittee 
received showed expenditures in Genersl Funds, not counting the 
federal funda, which are $223,000, but General Funda, $150,000; 
in fiacal year 2006 and '07 of $373,800. Now, the next fiacal 
note that we received, February 3 of 2005, ahowed a General Fund 
expenditure of $48,000, federal funda of $72,000, and a total of
$120,000. Now the noat recent fiacal note that we have ahowa
General Fund expenditurea of $105,000, and federal funda of 
$145,000. All of it ia based on incressing the anount of aaaeta 
that count...that are not counted toward Medicaid eligibility, 
and that it will reault in aone people qualifying for Medicaid 
sooner than they would have otherwiae. And the departnent haa 
based their estinatea on an average of approxinately ten people 
a nonth in nuraing hones would becone Medicaid-eligible one 
nonth earlier. And baaed on an average coat in a nuraing hone 
of $3,115, that would increaae the total coat by $373,800. It'a 
speculstive. I think thst...I don't know how else you prepare a 
fiacal note like thia. I'n certainly not faulting the Fiacal 
Office. I think they've tried to do what they can. I think, aa 
Senator Louden pointed out, thia doea not take into 
consideration what the coat for thoae sane individuala nay have 
been if they need a pauper's burial, or what the coat would be 
to the 93 counties scross the stste of Nebraaka. And certainly
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it'8 speculative as fsr ss how nany of these people would becone 
eligible. And certsinly is not a dollar anount that would be 
imnediately needed to...in the General Fund, to be able to pay 
for theae. That*8 the infornation that I have, baaed on what'a 
been given to ne by the Fiscsl Office. This is an anount that 
has fluctuated fron the tine of the bill introduction to what 
we're looking at, at today'a date. I think we all, of courae, 
can have a conversation about Medicaid coata and what are our 
obiigations ss s government and aa thoae people naking policy. 
But this is the best I have to work with in order to give aone 
dignity to people to set sside an anount ao they can be buried 
not aa paupers, but contribute to their own buriala. And I 
would aak you to advance LB 85A.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Byara. You've heard the
opening on LB 85A. Mr. Clerk, notion on the deak.
CLERK: Senator Byara would offer AM1879 aa an anendnent to the
bill, Mr. President. (Legislstive Journsl page 357.)
SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Byara, you're recognized to open on
AM1879 to LB 85A.
SENATOR BYARS: Thank you, Mr. President. If I hsve the
correct...
CLERK: AM1879 is the one I hsve, Senator.
SENATOR BYARS: Okay. I don't seen to have that in front of ne.
I'n sorry, Mr. Speaker. Thank you very nuch. Baaically, it 
changes the fiscsl note. I'n sorry for the confusion. I don't 
know...I did introduce this, snd it decresses the anount of 
noney in the fiacal year 2006-2007, $59,594 fron General Fund, 
$82,296 fron federal funda; and in fiacal year 2007-2008, 
$105,226 fron the General Fund, $145,312 fron the federal funda. 
So again, thia reducea the laat fiacal note that I had, which ia 
in December. So thia, in effect, becones the fourth eatinate on 
the part of the Fiscal Office aa far aa what the cost of this 
would be. I think it pretty much points out the speculstive 
nsture of whst we're talking about. Certainly, again, don't 
want to disparage the work of the Fiacal Office. They do a
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wonderful job and I think doing the beat that they can. But 
this amendment, in effect, doea change the amount of 
the...decreases the amount of the appropriation from the 
December fiscal note.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Byara. You've heard the
opening on AM1879, offered by Senator Byara to LB 85A. Open for
discussion. Senator Chambers.
SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr. President, members of the Legislsture, I
do appreciate the fact that the Fiacal Office ia willing to 
continue grappling with a fluid iasue auch aa thia, to give
their beat estimate of what money ia going to be necesssry bssed 
on information they get from Health and Human Servicea. And I'd 
like to ask Senator Byars a queation or two, unleaa I ahould aak 
Senator Jensen. Senstor Bysrs, if I'm going to ssk questions 
sbout this expenditure thst we're talking about, would that be 
more appropriately addressed to Senstor Jensen, or you csn 
handle it?
SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Byara.
SENATOR BYARS: I think probably either one of us could,
Senator. I'm being told that theae changes in this
were...basically came from the Health and Human Servicea' 
estimates, and not from tha Fiacal Office.
SENATOR CHANBERS: That'a what I thought. And I was going
to...becsu8e I want it clear that the Fiacal Office is in no wsy 
being csstigsted or criticized by any of ua by our aaking these 
questions. I'd like to aak Senator Jensen s question.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Senstor Jensen, would you yield to s question
from Senstor Chambers?
SENATOR JENSEN: Yes.
SENATOR CHANBERS: Senstor Jensen, on what baaia, if you
know...well, before I ask you that queation, let me aak you a 
previous one. Did anybody from Health and Human Servicea 
discuss how they arrived at the concluaiona on which an A bill
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would be based?
SENATOR JENSEN: No. Of course, on the fiscsl note it tslked
about how they cane up with that figure, and it ia a little 
speculative, as Senator Byara nentioned.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Are...does their speculstion include
calculating how long one of theae peraona night live who now 
will be getting Medicaid or whatever it ia, and for how long a 
period the person would get it, and that'a how they arrived at 
this figure?
SENATOR JENSEN: No. They srrived st this by taking a
percentage of those in nursing hones and thoae that are...would 
be eligible for Medicaid. I think that ia really what they took 
their estinate on.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Well, wouldn't the length of tine a peraon
lives have a bearing on how nuch it'a going to coat the atate to 
contribute to that person's upkeep?
SENATOR JENSEN: I don't think they took into...thst into
account, on how long they live. They juat aay that a certain 
percentage of these, when they die, will certainly be looking 
towards Medicsid and towarda the atate and federal funda to help 
then with their burial.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Well, do they die faater than they__the rate
at which they enter these nursing hones?
SENATOR JENSEN: I...
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Meaning that if those...if nore died than
entered, the anount spent would reduce aa tine went on, wouldn't 
it, because you have fewer people that you're aaaiating?
SENATOR JENSEN: Well, it'a juat the nunber of people that
have...that are on Medicaid hiatorically that they're taking 
that estinate fron. I don't think there'a anything aa to how 
long they live.
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SENATOR CHAMBERS: It nakes no sense to ne how they arrived at
this figure. So whst I'n going to have you do, if you will, 
forget the questions thst I've ssked, and explain in the way you 
were trying to explain in response to ny questions how they 
srrived st this figure. But before you do, let ne aak you thia. 
Is Health and Hunan Services telling us that becauae people can 
set aaide an additional $1,000 for thia pre-need program, that 
$1,000 will be deducted fron the anount that ia used to 
calculate whether or not they're entitled to certain benefita?
SENATOR JENSEN: I believe that'a correct.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: And when they deduct that additional $1,000,
it will have to actually have been depoaited or__
SENATOR CUDABACK: One ninute.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...gotten out of the poaaeaaion of the
person, wouldn't it?
SENATOR JENSEN: That is correct.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay. They don't really know how nany people
are going to do that. Ia that true?
SENATOR JENSEN: That is correct alao.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: So how do they factor that into the final
conclusion they srrive st? They don't know how nany are going 
to do it, so they don't know how nany are going to be affected.
SENATOR JENSEN: And I don't know if they've taken hiatorical
experience on that or not. Of courae, that changea, too.
People are living longer than they used to.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: And getting sicker snd costing nore,...
SENATOR JENSEN: That is correct.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...juat being practical.
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SENATOR JENSEN: Right. And...
SENATOR CHAMBERS: That'a all I will aak you. I...it'a not that
you haven't tried to help. I atill don't underatand how they 
arrived at their figure. Thank you, Mr. Preaident.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Chambers. Further
diacussion on AM1879? Senator Chambers.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Maybe, Mr. Preaident, membera of the
Legislsture, Senstor Jensen can tell me an anawer to thia 
queation. Senator Jensen, if this amount of money ia
appropriated in the first instance, which ia a leaser amount 
than '06 and '07 or whatever the yeara are, if the amount 
appropriated for the firat go-round ia exceaaive, ahould we next 
year decrease the amount that we're going to appropriate in thia 
program, or for thia program?
SENATOR JENSEN: Well, Senator, you're...aa you are aware, we
have fiscal notea on many note...or, on many billa. And we take 
thoae fiscal notea, and we really ought to, at a certain point, 
take a look back and aaid, ia that really correct, did that 
really happen? And we don't very often do that. And I would 
certainly recommend that we did that on a regular baaia.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Well, let me ask you this. If it turns out
thst more money is appropriated the firat time around than ia 
necessary, what becomes of thst excess money?
SENATOR JENSEN: Well, the excess money is not spent, then, snd
goes into next yesr's budget. And...
SENATOR CHAMBERS: For HHS?
SENATOR JENSEN: ...so there is an adjuatment that'a made at
that time, but...
SENATOR CHAMBERS: For HHS?
SENATOR JENSEN: Yes.
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SENATOR CHAMBERS: It will go into HHS'a budget?
SENATOR JENSEN: Right.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: So if they have aosiething left over fron the
firat year, that would add even nore to the second yesr, which 
anount is greater to stsrt with than waa in the firat year?
SENATOR JENSEN: Yes.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Who st HHS did this calculating, if you know?
SENATOR JENSEN: I really don't know.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Sonebody could have juat aaid, well, I think
this is a reasonable figure, snd we wouldn't know the 
difference, would we?
SENATOR JENSEN: We nay not, that ia correct, unleaa a year fron
now, as you're saying, go back and look.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Suppose we didn't appropriate anything. That
wouldn't shut down, becsuse it's a relatively ninuscule anount 
when you weigh it againat HHS'a entire budget.
SENATOR JENSEN: Right, and...
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Could they cone back with...for a deficit
appropriation?
SENATOR JENSEN: Well, our Medicaid budget ia $1,000,300,000,
and so, yes, this is a ninuscule anount when you talk...when you 
look at that total figure.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: So if we don't appropriate anything, nothing
is going to be hurt, nobody is going to be deprived, snd no car 
on HHS's trsin is going to be thrown off the trsck, if we don't 
appropriate anything. Ian't that true?
SENATOR JENSEN: You know, the Appropriationa could probably
tell you better on that than I can. But certainly it'a not a
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great deal...anount of noney when we look at the overall budget.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: So if I would...if I could aucceed in killing
this bill,...let ne ask a queation— thank you, Senator 
Jensen— of Senator Byara.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Byara.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator Byars, sre you willing to hold this
bill up until we find out whst would happen if it'e killed? Or 
you want it to follow along with the bill, then anything that I 
want to attenpt I should sttenpt it on Select File?
SENATOR BYARS: I would certeinly like to nove the A bill to
Select File to be with the...with LB 85, and certainly will work 
to you to try to get through thia. And I...if you...if I night 
take juat half a ninute, there waa not agreenent on the part of 
the Fiacal Analyat and the Departnent of Health and Hunan
Services relstive to whst the financial anount waa. The lateat
anendnent that you have, which decreaaed the anount, cane fron
our Fiscsl Office, their estinstes. And ss I ssid originally, 
it ia speculstive. Would...the Heelth and Hunan Servicea, if we 
didn't paee thie A bill, ie etill going to heve to pay thoee
Mediceid coete, regardless of whether we heve it epproprieted or 
not. I think, ee we heve elweye done, ee e netter of good 
business, we try to neke...put the dollere there to be eble, in 
the event thet it would be needed, to be eble to pey then eo 
thet we don't heve to teke then fron other funde.
SENATOR CUDABACK: One ninute.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: But Senetor Byere, whet we're telking ebout
here ie reducing e person’s eetete, if you went to cell it thet, 
or aseete, by $1,000. We're not telking ebout sonebody being 
eble to deduct the coet of e summer hone in Arizone or e luxury
vehicle. So I'n not going to etop the bill fron noving, but I
ney nove to kill it, to eet e precedent in the future when we 
heve theee kind of bille end they're beeed entirely on 
speculation. And I'n not condenning people for epeculeting to 
try to cone up with sone kind of figure, but the wsy they got to
it doesn't neke sense to ne. Meybe I'n juet too elow. But
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thank you, Mr. President. Thank you, Senator Byara.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Chambers. Further
discussion on AM1879? Seeing no lights on, Senstor Byara, 
you're recognized to cloae. Senator Byara waivea closing. The 
question before the body is sdoption of AM1879. All in favor 
vote aye; opposed, nay. Have you all voted on the siotion vho 
care to? We're voting on the Byara anendnent, AM1879. Have you 
all voted vho care to? Record pleaae, Mr. Clerk.
CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nsys on sdoption of Senstor Bysrs' anendnent.
SENATOR CUDABACK: The anendnent haa been adopted. Mr. Clerk,
anything further on the bill? Open for diacuaaion, advancenent 
of E & R Initial. Senator Chambers.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you. Mr. Preaident, for the record,
and I'm not going to hold the build up, I vant...bill up, I vant 
to explain vhat I'n getting to. When you have these gigantic 
budgeta, sone of these piddling anounts can be absorbed by the
noney that the agency has. I don't vant to encourage then to
bring these little "nitpicky" anounts and have ua appropriate by 
vay of an A bill an anount vhich they eaaily could abaorb, 
especially vhen it's such s speculative anount. A hundred and 
five thousand dollara I could nake uae of to further fund an 
HIV/AIDS program, and in that progran, $105,000 vould nean 
sonething. But to not give thia anount of noney to HHS, vhen 
ve're talking about e progren thet hee e billion-dollar budget, 
sey, or nore then thet, they cen ebeorb sone of these things 
vithout sny problen vhstsoever. So vhen ve get to Select File, 
I'n going to try to kill this A bill. And neybe Senetor Byere,
in the neentine, or Senetor Jensen, or the tvo of then together,
cen telk to HHS end eee if they cennot ebeorb the enount, the 
very speculstive anount, thst is proposed by this A bill ee 
being needed. And thet'e ell I heve. Thenk you, Mr. Preeident.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thenk you, Senetor Chenbers. Seeing no
lighte on, Senetor Byere, you're recognized to cloee. Senetor 
Byere veivee cloeing. The queetion before the body ie, ehell 
LB 85A edvence to E & R Initiel? All in fevor vote eye; oppoeed 
vote ney. We're voting on the advancenent of LB 85A. Have you
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all voted who care to? We're voting on advancenent of LB 85A. 
Record please, Mr. Clerk.
CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on the sdvancenent of
LB 85A.
SENATOR CUDABACK: LB 85A does advance. Mr. Clerk, next bill.
Mr. Clerk, itens for the record, pleaae.
CLERK: Mr. President, Nstursl Resources Connittee haa aelected
LB 975 as one of its connittee priority bills, signed by Senstor 
Schrock, as Chair. Hearing noticea fron Natural Reaourcea 
Connittee, and fron the Appropriationa Connittee, signed by 
Senstors Schrock and Pederaon. Your Connittee on Revenue, 
chaired by Senator Landis, reports LB 769, LB 804, LB 966, 
LB 988, LB 1032, and LB 1094 aa indefinitely postponed. 
Connittee on Nstursl Resources, chaired by Senator Schrock, 
reports LB 975 to Genersl File with anendnents sttached. 
Senator Landia, an anendnent to be printed to LB 75.
(Legislative Journal pages 498-501.)
And a priority notion, Mr. Preaident: Senator Kopplin would
nove to adjourn until Tueaday, January 31 at 9:00 a.n.
SENATOR CUDABACK: You've heard the notion to adjourn till
Tuesday, 9:00 a.n. All in favor aay aye. Opposed, nsy. We sre 
adjourned.
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